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BADGES
and South Africa. He acquired distinction
as commander of the native troops in Ashan-
tee in 1895, and later in the Matabele cam-
paign. He was in command of the British
forces besieged in Mafeking during the South
African War, and succeeded in repelling his
assailants until he was relieved- Because of
his success in defending the place he was pro-
moted to be Major-General. He retired from
active service in 1910. Baden-Powell founded
in England the organization of the Boy
Scouts (which see).
BADG-ER, bafur, a carnivorous (flesh-
eating) mammal allied both to the bears and
to the weasels. The common badger is about
the size of a dog, but is much lower on the
legs and has a flatter and broader body, a
very thick, tough hide and long, coarse hair.
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THE BADGER
It inhabits the north of Europe, Asia and
America, is indolent and sleepy, feeds by
night on vegetables and small quadrupeds,
and burrows in the ground. Its flesh may be
eaten, and its hair is used for artists' brushes
in painting. "Badger baiting/' or "drawing
the badger," was a barbarous sport formerly
practiced. A badger was put in a barrel, and
one or more dogs were put in to drag him out.
"When this was effected he was returned to his
barrel, to be similarly assailed again. From
this cruel sport came the word badgering}
which means worrying.
Wisconsin is called the Badger State be-
cause of the habits of the lead miners in early
days, who* lived in rude dugouts, like badgers.
BAP LANDS, the name given to certain
lands which, by reason of the absence of
natural vegetation, have been greatly eroded
by the rains and have been formed into hills
and valleys of all sizes. The term is applied
specifically to a region in the United States
which lies at the upper part of the Missouri
drainage basin, partly in South Dakota and
partly in Nebraska.
 BAGDAD
BABDA, be'dali.   See bede.
BAEDEKER, becfe ker, TOUEIST
GUIDES, a series of travelers' books that are
known the world over for their clarity and
accuracy. The first hand books, which covered
Holland and Belgium, appeared in 1839, and
since then nearly all the other European
countries have been included, besides parts
of North America and Asia, (rood maps
accompany the reading matter, and the books
are kept up to date. The firm publishing the
Baedeker guides has its headquarters at Leip-
zig, Germany.
BAFTIN'S BAY, a large gulf in the
northeast of North America, bounded on the
east by Greenland. It is about 850 miles
long, and its greatest width is 400 miles. The
shores are rocky and high. This bay was
named in honor of William Baffin, who ex-
plored it in 1616. It is largely an ice sea and
is blocked almost solid with ice in the winter.
William Baffin (1584-1622), the discoverer
of the bay which bears his name, was born in
England and became famous for explorations
in the arctic regions. Baffin Land was also
named for him.
BAGATELLE, bar/ a tel', a game played
with spherical balls and a cue, on a long, flat
board covered with cloth like a billiard-table.
At one end of the board are nine cups or
sockets of just sufficient size to receive the
balls, which are driven from the other end by
the cue. Nine balls are used, generally one
black, four white and four red, the distinc-
tion between white and red being1 made only
for the sake of variety. The black, or
"king," ball is placed on a spot in front of
the cups, which are all numbered. From the
other end of the table the player hits a ball
toward the black ball, which must be struck
before the player can score, Any ball driven
into a cup scores the number of the cup, but
a double score is made if the black ball goes
in. The winner is the player who makes the
highest total.
The name bagatelle, which is derived from
the French for trifle, is used in current
speech as a synonym for anything of little
or no value.
BAGDAD, bag'ddhd, the capital of Iraq,
and of the province of Bagdad, situated in
the southern part of Mesopotamia, on both
banks of the Tigris Eiver. This famous old
city, which was a center of Mohammedan
wealth and learning in the Middle Ages, came
prominently into notice during the World

